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Sketch in Turkey

Citrus

Citrus fruits has grown heavily even in January. Lemon trees drooped heavily.

All smallish oranges showed faces like a little sun. A dray went path through a field,
spilling them unsparingly.

The moon of Adana

In a casual party, a Turkey professor who got drunk in the alcohol Raki which will
become white in the water, began to sing "Tsuki no Sabaku”(Japanese song, the desert
of the moon). Seemingly he lived in Tottori city for two years, and he got good
memories. While returning to our hotel, I just looked up the sky, the full moon was
illuminating the dome of the mosque.

Long-distance Bus

The drive for 5 hours. I talked with the 20-year-old soldier of a next seat in awkward
Turkish. He said on ride for a vacation, and homecoming. From the pocket of the chest,
and showed me the fiance's photograph with smile. Seemingly he was the operation
staff of a military motor vehicle. Young man of any countries, be happy in the future, I
could not but prayed for them.

Avanos

A long time ago, in the Silk Road, there was the station every 20 km. Town Avanos
where the caravans has taken a rest. Strangely shaped rocks, the underground city where
the Christian lived in hiding, and a valley of pigeon...Human life is changing year by
year, but these stage of old history remain the air as ever. In a potter’s work studio
near Red River, a salesman murmured me "This blue pigeon carries you happiness" |
was taken seriously, and I bought the ceramic blue bird.

Jar for Tears

The animal, human being who kill feeling uniquely. But sometimes it is not made. How
much tears flow secretly! “Jar for tears"...was sold at the corner of a dusty shop. It
seems to be difficult environment for human life, only living thing was apricot trees.

In poor daily life, even rejoice effects shed tears.

The Bosporus Channel

Ships in the Marmara bay does not move. Because they are waiting for the turn of
passage. Ships which comes out from and into the Black Sea, I am wondering where
they go for? The width of the channel is only 500 meters. Between Asia and Europe, the
distance is so close as far as loud voice is audible.



Blue Mosque

The old capital Constantinople, the Byzantine Empire.

I explored in the town to think about the history visiting heritages showing
reverberation of prosperity, and enjoyed the scent of aestheticism from walls and stone
pavement of the old city, from the mosaic of a mosque ceiling. The time has stopped at
the center the mosque, holding 500 km distant ahead with Kiev, Vienna, Rome,
Jerusalem, holy places.
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Sketches from Macedonia

Figures of the Mountains

While the green and the landscapes are mild in my country, the desolate faces of the
mountains look painful in this land. The trees that have filled in the end my horizon
spread their roots farther and farther sideways looking for soil scantly accumulated on
the bare rock. Here soldiers would find no hiding place.

Red Bricks

Houses built of red brick look fragile, like snails without muscle or like skeletons. Is
brick-making, done by solidifying and drying the crunchy red earth in a frame, the only
occupation in this wasteland? Suddenly, the memory of an intense earthquake comes
back to me. The red bricks are telling me not to worry. In this magnanimous land, the
cycle of destruction and regeneration revolves slowly’.

Lake Ohrid

A border runs right through the middle of the lake. Young people are diving into the
water from the bridge girder, but they don’t swim to the other shore. They are much
more afraid of the invisible line than of depths of the river. The swimmers know that
they should never make the water bloody.

No cloud springs up here. The sky reflects the color of the blue Aegean Sea in the
distance and the water mingles the colors of tender grass. The pure tiny lake is
embraced by the mountains.

Soundless, waves barely lap the morning shore. The water is perfectly clear, unscented,
and an invisible wind cools down my whole body heated by the Poetry Evenings.

Ah, indeed. I know “time” has brought me to this place. Although I might have been
totally baffled by the swirl of anguish, I wonder if [ have been washed ashore in this
place by the power of its energy; to this land of supreme bliss.

Focus

I see you across the flowers. If I look at the flowers, I don’t see you. If I look at you, I
don’t see the flowers. If I fix my eyes on both, my eyes refuse to work; because I am a
living creature.

Fluff

Like feathers of a bird, a round fluff is fluttering in front of the poets. If you stick on my
tote bag, you will bloom as a Japanese flower. If you stick on one of my friends’ clothes,
you will bloom as a foreign flower. Australia, India, Sweden, Belgium, Russia,



Germany... Where would you want to go? Go wherever you want; stick on whomever
you want. You will be welcomed wherever you go, although it might be best for you “to
bloom in this place.”

A Spring in the Forest

Sunbeams playfully stream through the leaves of trees around a dark green spring, in
which fairies would seem to be living. Nobody would touch the beauty of the water.
The leaves reflect the light, the bottom of the water reflects the light, the woods reflect
the light, and the boat reflects the light. The silence of the spring fills the deep forest.

Tears of the Graces

Our church is dedicated to the Graces. Appreciating the Graces who have given us the
language and its joy and also the music and its joy, poets around the world have got
together here to present the best thing that human beings can offer at this moment.
Indeed, human beings carry the burden of karma; longing for good while caught in evil
because of too much anguish.

When a beautiful aria resounds throughout the church, the souls of poetry there are
instantly united as one to rise up into the dome. The Graces shed tears crying, “Well
done, well done!”
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Sketch in Romania

Fake guide

We arrived at the Bucharest airport late night. The staff was to pick up next morning,
so we slept well. As we expected, he came and we got on his car with baggages. English
speaking guide asked us showing the list of tourist spots in Bucharest, “Where would
you like to go first?” We answered for the national art museum.

“Where would you like to go tomorrow?" "We'd like to go to Craiova within today.”
“"OK, where is the hotel?" I thought just strange of his asking and said. "Are you Mr. C,
aren’t you?" "No, my cousin asked me to pick you up this morning." My doubt was
increasing.

Then I borrowed his telephone and spoke Japanese speaking guide about circumstances
in order to call a poetry festival organizer. "That's strange, a staff of a poetry festival is
waiting you at the lobby now." The staff reproached him and told to come back to the
hotel at once. And we could join with poetry festival’s staft safely, but the fake guide
has disappeared.

Crossed the country

We crossed the country for three hours. From the window, we observed huge
sunflower’s field. It might be the time to take seeds, dried flowers has saved the energy
of the summer and stained the field in black.

Corns also appealing the fertile soil, it reminds me poor corns of Azteca.

Indeed farm products are the most important for the country. If we missed the policy,
the country will fall in crisis. If self-sufficiency for food was promised, the country will
be strong to crisis. [ was moved very much to see rich product in Romania.

A Scene

Great view of
Farming land

In Romania

A woman walking
With a cow, peacefully

Friendship
In poetry festivals, we know close each other with deep connection through poetry and



their career and techniques. I got some new friends rom Russia, Bolivia, Turkey and so
on. There are also important poets as usual. Italian poet, Dante Maffia! He used to come
down in breakfast as like us. I gave my book, “A woman who weaves the light”, and he
read aloud at once.

Opening Ceremony

It was held in a beautiful hall. Craiova culture and art academy awarded some people,
we had the honor to be there as witness.

It was also Saturday, so I felt the city vibrant with life. Poetry reading was held in Opera
Theater in the evening. Opera soloists presented aria in intervals between poetry reading.
The final stage was full chorus, it was very beautiful.

Wounded Dove

There was a wounded dove near a pond. She could not move and almost dying. Our
poets could not pass by her, one poet shifted the dove near the feed. Another poet
changed the position not to down into the water. Next poet stroked her head gently.
Everyone knew the life is fading either they had no way to save. However their
tenderness became the last water of her end.

Green Park

We had also a pleasant time. A park was full of young family and old people. The bust
of Mihai Eminescu was settled by promenade, we took group photo in front of the great
poet. The banner of “Festivalutu Mondial de Poezie Mihai Eminescu” was appealed this
event to public.

We spent two hours in the park. I joined with Bolivian poetess talking about Maria
Zambrano.

International Poetry Recital

The historical theater reminded me a movie, “Les enfants du Paradis”. Poets gave
reading thir poem next to next, as I expected, their performance was great, audience
were attracted by the reading.

We need not any explanation on the poet, just wanted to listen to the voice of poet. Only
a few minutes we were intoxicated in the magical reading.

Here was also given chamber music. Violin, contrabass, cello, piano played Romanian
music, very sentimental numbers...I almost shed tears.



Young prayer gave three encores, and the last one was “Balada by Porumbescu”, which
I loved very much. In Japan, Atsuko Temma plays it in every concert.

Badad of Nostalgia

How triste!

Tears shed

By fine melodies

It has cured sadness
Stained on the ground

Next was my reading. [ read “Festoon” in Japanese and English. Romanian translation
followed. I wore Kimono at this chance. For I expressed appreciation the organizer and
the city to lead me and colleague poets’s friendship.

Courtesy Visit

We paid courtesy visit in the city hall. The Mayer was intellect and young lady. Very
energetic because the city was nominated as “Cultural Capital in Europe 2017”. She
asked us “How do you feel this city?”. Some poets answered. At the time, Ion
Daeconiscu, the chair of this event, said to her,

“Here Japanese poets brought translation of Mihai Eminescu, do you want to hear it?”
“Sure” she answered. I was embarrassed. I never expected to read it such a situation. I
explained “ I tried to find translation of him but I could not, so that I asked my
Romanian friend to give me English translation and I did it.” She pleased very much to
hear Japanese reading...

Night Walk in Craiova

Old town

In Craiova
Young people
Heated in talk
Until midnight

To Targ-Jiu

Targ-Jiu was 70 Km far from Craiova, local poets welcomed us and prepared a party for
us. We also gave poetry reading. I read “Guitarist”. Someone shouted “Genius!”, and
Nikoka Madzirov also praised my poem.



The wide garden, which had many cages in which a pair of ostrich, white pigeon,
peacock, ducks, where was full of fresh air from surrounding mountains. We were
treated with BBQ party accompanying good songs. In Romania, music is anytime with
us. Then participants began to tap and dance, next to next they join in the circle, which
was enlarging. At last, all program of the festival was going to finish.

Romanian Dance

Gift from Heaven
Potatoes are sweet
Grapes are round
Circle of dance is
Going to enlarge

After the Fest

Poets departed in the early morning to Bucharest. I did not say good-bye to some of
them. Fine! We will meet again, may be soon. It is not the end but the start.

The bus were closing to Bucharest, we got to the Bucharest North station, I stretched
my right arm to Turkish poets sitting on my back, they did not untied my hand. Our
hands told a lot. Large hand was Metin, small hand was Muesser, strength-ness and
weakness were language for us.

Departure of Poets

Departure of poets
Holding my hands

The strength and weakness
Tell feelings of us

Real sign language it is

At Bucharest

A poetess, the author of “Duet of Dreams” Clelia Ifrim called on us in the hotel
Ambassador. We talked about poetry and enjoyed town walk around Revolution Square,
Athens music hall. She had atmosphere which poetess may behave as like her. I recalled
a picture of Rossetti from her figure .

Old-looking Romanian Orthodox Church ---Both side were donated candles, left side



was for dead people, right side was for living people, she taught me, So I dedicated one
for mother and daughter. The day was Buddhist service day.

In the square of revolution, antique book fair by the university students, also exhibition
of contemporary art were seen. Peaceful scenes, many doves sank their body into the
grass for nap. Here was also settled a statue of Mihai Eminescu, a bouquet was
dedicated.

Red Roses

Recalling militants
Dedicated the life

To the Revolution

Red roses smile

At statue of Mihai Eminescu

I carried out all mission in the festival and write this prose in the flight to Paris with
good fatigue and many memories. A field of clouds spread and under it the ground of
European countries spread. I pray for their happiness.

(FIN)






N— =T =H

BiTA K

TH LA NZERRIZOW T DITIRKTZ 272, BRI T I 8 ~GFHR 6 I EN
BHEVWHZET, BLLTHIRLZZ, 2L T, rE—THREE, K@D X
TNz TH VA RNOBINATTY A NOFEFERE A, EZ~olbiTE T
WTT 2 EfVWTS vz, EiffEEimE LT,

THRIXEZMTENTTN? ) (SRR 7INATERZVOTT ) Ty
WTT X, EOFRTNVIFEZTTN? | S LKL, [Haliics
ATT IR Tz, FICERLBIHENTELEATT I WIWIELY,

ZZTCHARGENA R L TR EMEICEFRLTLOEB ) L U1 NOEFL
B0 CHFEEE LT, 725& 2B LVWTT L, WEFRDRZ v 70
DE—TCH>TWNWET] EDZ &, "RTNMIREDEIE-> Tz, T LTE
BHICFRAL v 7 L BWRTEEN, (ATA FIXlEZTLE-T-,

VR AEZE-Y) 5
SEE O R T4 T, BERIZE, FIETHLEIETHRELS BT UM, HRFED
BEAZ2 DT, #55 L7248, 72250 L E 2O T, FREBEI DTV D,

roEnmav B8R HEEZONNTONT L IIBE> CHATND, SET A
TAHOEETZEANY DR FyEr RN BOVH I,

RNT VRN —FBRFE., N2 N5 EEITGHEIZRD, B TEIUIM G
<RV, N—~ =T OENRINFEITE T AT,

=R
l'nj_:_':)?k

FIESERY
EHUA N D
J—<=7
AR <

JEIREES 7

A
FHESRDIZEST~ULX—FH A, A—/LTRD LD LTWnEE N, A
D DREES TRAZ T A, b HHETHIEMH > LV ) IS &,

ZDIHFEADEE > TETRRONDICR > TE T, 6 04DFA, 2H4 54
X, RN EF S TWDE, v F=70=a37 - xvn7 EOEWVEH
FIZ, VA - RXTyUiE, A X2V T OEFFFA, BALETEIAL PV IEEAL



By TEIAN AU ETERA, HFBHMYD,

K& D
FERO L EE, KD EEHENHND L ZADE LIRS, ATA BT LWAANR
TETLE I,

ZoHIC i%%&ﬁkiﬁA#Wé ABZVTOF L NAN—=T o BT <y
T4T . WOb &R THRIZS B, —HEICT =TT ONTHLLGE LT,

%%?hﬁ%f<hé%ﬁ%ﬁhof%%éﬁJ%L%LkE\¢¢K%%m
Tt TN,

ekl EB=—
ﬁ—f:yﬁiibwf—wfﬁbhto7?9Nimﬁﬁ7ﬁ?i~ﬁi$\
By, BRICELDE TMALRE T B LE=—IC bR o T,

+HEH THH-o7=2D T, HHIFRIZRN TV, HOA T B ToH
BRICARTHEFICEIDMELH VLRI b, &I iAWlwﬂ%f
HIHDOEEFFO Y YA ZunfkEn < < bz,

TN IS

EKDDEIZ, HEOWTENTRVIERW-, EANLRNEINRZ TS, £
NEFRIBZ L TCWITRWONRFEN—ITE -T2, BHIFANZT OB HEKD%
B LTS, KICEBLEITE L, ROFADKENLHEEL TS, ROFHFA
MEAZHECTTRD, WITIUMOKITIEA D &R TND, EHCbirbre
WZEb, THHODEL INMIZE > THREDKERD,

FRRWAR

BWHETEBELALDH -T2, TROBNTHIAR, BEHEIZITI NS - =R
R GRS O HE N E A LT TNnD, IS » =3 X27®%@@WT
*Eﬁ'@*/g\é’ CE éo

ZoMzpol & =T 52 L& TR, RY ETORREFANES T - v
TT— ) DG LIz, aAX ) HDOFENEFELIZY Lz,

FO Y YA H L

DG A T B, BE TRIFERBOANL | OBEO X I =K E TH HE
WHREETS, T2 CTIRA EBRICHNVEAFT 5, ST S Nn-3F
NIEDY | BIREERHPANLTELID,

I _EIZW S 220, ZO5, ZOFENREEET2V, T D OB/ D5 &
AEND, EEITDONLLRNWA, RENEIND,



I TCIEARMICENEBOEREN D -T2, Tr A4V, 2 M TINRR, T,
BT ) DO —<= T HERITa T HFRICHBE L TWADNERENZ 0 i
SIEWT e B,

FWRERFIZZEL T v a— s 2 T v, BN RLV LV AEHTHAT
IR SAVDERTEL T TEDONRT— K] 7Zo7,

BIDINT — K

)7e &
fRE D T
R 2 e
R Yudr =
LA Loa

WEWEFRLDOAFINMETIL, 707 0 — AR Sn b, EEIZERY —HLL
T~A 7 ~D, W9, FENE HES7%) 2@ Lz, Y LBaEEx L, 4
BaIT Rk, D72 LITREA O EWD £ Lz, 7 7 I3 3UEH) TIamer) TARER
EPTHWLERWE L, ZOHENTETY, TIESRZHEE WS
F9, MTOEVEFFTY, RMITHARFET, RWTHET, ] TLT, L
7o =~ =T REOYPGNPIRA b,

FEE ORI HEROWOUBIEIL, ESRIADEL DT o7, B RET
DFPALNT, PREBIEE HIED Ak 2 LCRAMBRI DR T LIS
WaFED LB LTV,

7= Patis a1l

HLSHMED SN DO RIL, ZOFRICEEE LE RV, BF 20l
ERLACENTND, SEFEM UL EMICLTY 251 T E2TIC= %
VX 2T,

FADPDDOHEMIZNS ONERTLd & BITHATTHICAB SN, 20
EESRDONETD] | (MAPEATBELILTDLEZ o7, T DA
Ay THAIA=ZATIRF ST,

[ZZICHANGFHEARE TN TWET, i I R AT OFF% HAGEIZ
FRRL TR LT nE L, | ZLTA 70T b,

bl UIT&E 277, THHRAIIEEERENPOENY E LT, TIXAT DL
L7DOTTRN, FRREN TR0 T, b LRRESETWEEExFE L,
AARFED MLWARTZOARDOTT) 2BHE<IZSV) THEAXRSANE
L<ERE LT, X e<iTl-, BWita s ro7,



AP €

ava=Palb,
IATHERICIX
EEETYH
HEBLD
REE Y T

MoV« DU DEA~

7 ZanNhbbtRaini by s - DTk, MOTEEAREHIO S AR -
TN, TZTHHFENHY, XXV R & HARGELEFEFETHRAT, L
—V =T EEIRN T Z N, NS [V—=T R LT ERLNo T,
=a7b [ 77 ROFE, BEholcL) LHETHHL TN,

Z 3R a2 & LB & DART O ARG 22 58 7V CThliE 2 ifh & S8
Do AFav. Nb, YR IV T W, 2T NIDOT VR
A FiZh-oTME ba—ET X, OV ORAIETIAALTEHBREZELHL T
b\éo

WIEZ 2 TCA—A_Fa— =T (= ot BIBEEORENRHK-> T T
7o —~=T TIIWO L ZF R FEN D -T2, BUZO > THEDLDFR D 5D 5,
Wr EMDD, BBIITFAAENIRIZAVERD Y, AEE L 27 n /T A
DENE L b7,

— =T &

KA oD FE A
FénEH <
AT <
B0 OEmN
JRDI Y 6 <

£ 0%

FARITEORIT HFITT I VA Mm@z oz, WS AN G S 2780
ST ZNHWWN, WONETEEITEAI0E, TITRZHAZELEHAH M
B, THNTHKRDY TlER, T BHBEDLDEND,

BoEoTFHATZDLE, BHARRTT D LVRA M\ TZ, bOBED DL 0D
X BEER DO MVaFENCERATFEH L, YT TR BT, HHiTbT
LOEFEZEREI & Lol REWFEEAT 40, /hEVDIZ LR, T
SBoT-0 ., STV, FTRFEL,



FADRIT

FEAD R —
FEED LD
ZOMEIFIET
BWEin x5
HOFFERY

THVARNZT

(B " EE| OFFEI VT « A7V ANET MR TN, oz L
EEELTZ0 ., HEMIAG, T A EREERZRNL TN, HOBED R, 7
VAT 4 F vty T 4 ORED L) TLIFFANE TN R0 EES F
E. FHEN™HHNTEH-T2,

HOERE LIV —~ =T IEEHE O N O THEBOBIT S ST, ZHI
HASD ., HHPEETWDEHEDO~DOPTY 2 HZ2 TNz, FUTTREE BRI
—ARTOBRUT=, B O ERBMEOTH TH-T-,

ERIRB TR, REOEARTN -7, BT — FORERH -T2, 7T X%
HHEOANL, £o72< bo TEMARNRT, 72 SADBENRRERVEEID
FEHOTREZ LTV, 221 InNng - 2IRXRAT7ONEBELH- T, {E
WAL b SV (N GAY

ROEEF

EXL)IN e
mEE L=
1 2RO
IO
IR OTER

TR L TWAENWT, Z LU T EITHIXHERDICFEEDRNTOEK, #
TN TAZYT VAR TV T7— MDA LTz, TLTHEEZKLT
BTz,

Bt DRITIT < D ARA— /=TI 2 B UVOiA R, HETH S EiF3—T7 ¢
— % UTzo FDYWNEEDI WD S (XD N WEA R, SE_o 20k, ATV NS AR
MAENE Lo T,

HHIZ T



SEF- ORI
INE VDR
JEAE D k)
=LA
BT R a0

TRTNKDD . DHLVERLE . W lFWVOEWHEZZ, WETH L X |
HNRVITEDOTFITHE T I NEEZENTWD, IBTIZIEEEIOANY, DO TIZ
VERRIN D KHIDS AN D, DO ZHTY 720,




When closing eyes...

When closing eyes, I remember Bucharest. Hotel Ambasador was facing to the main
street.

The entrance was a small one, two doors welcomed us, but I realized the building was
big later checking in. The lobby is also pretty, but it is not negative condition. It was
comfortable for me. The exchange counter is settled in the right side of the entrance, the
speed of exchange is amazing, some minutes were enough to be done. (Just between us,
I and readers, in Japan, how much time it is needed? I am wondering what reasons do
they have. More than 10 minutes we have to wait sitting on the sofa in the bank.)

Going out the hotel, I walked down to the south. Then I found a book store. The name
was Libraria Mihail Sadoveanu. I entered to look some books of my friend published.
Stationaries and new book were placed. There were interesting space in the back of the
store. White chairs and sofa would be for the reading and launching event. I wished
such a lovely space in book stores of my country. This book store is not selling books,
but selling the pleasure reading books. Kids are reading picture book on the sofa, and
parents enjoyed selecting favorite books. At there authors and poets might deliver the
talk about their book. It is not insensitive one as a sign event but more closing and dense
one.

I went out the shop and walked down more, then I stopped at the traffic signal. Then I
found a super market to the left, MEGA IMAGE. I agreed with my scent. Fresh
vegetables, meat, everything we could see. I and my friend poetess and her husband got
something to eat, “Mariko san, look this, how cheap this bread is! In Japanese yen, it is
45 yen!”

Recalling daily foods during 10 days, I did not have fishes. Then I found fried cod
fillets in the market I was glad and took one. But it is not the taste what I imagined. In
Romania, chicken and meat cuisine were main plate. And potatoes, mashed, boiled,
fried, we tasted sweet one every time.

When closing eyes, I remember the days. We have not enough time to go shopping so
that I took something for souvenir in a corner side of cafe and drive-in shop. And shops
in the airport. Only I brought things to recall Romania were a few small cans of lip balm,
greeting cards, and two books of Cioran and Giordano Bruno. But my baggage got so
heavy not to hold up. For poets gave me books, and local hosts gave us great picture
books, and so on. My case was full of books. Yes, what I brought in Romania was

books, and brought out Romania was also books.



And I have a souvenir which is getting heavy as time goes by. The precious time talking
and exchanging with poets gathering from all over the world and local poets. And a
fact, I have loved this gentle country.
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Sketch in Estonia

Willow of Tartu

Droop branches almost reached the surface of the Emajdgi river. The willow trees
reminded me of the Kamo river in Kyoto, I heard Emajogi meant Mother River from a
young staff Aileen. White sea gulls enjoyed life on the river. Where did they come from?
Baltic Sea? Tartu ought to have no seas nearby. In front of me, a pigeon appealed her
breast glittering on red purple. A sightseeing boat moored at the shore, an oblong flag
was fluttering. I burned in my mind, such a peaceful scene after breakfast. It was 8 a.m.,
an impatient bicycle student passed by me, he might be in hurry to attend a class of
Tartu university. I thought Tartu city started its day in such a way. The temperature was
only four degrees centigrade. Fair or foul, in spite of May, people wore winter clothes.
Snow was mingled with rain sometimes.

Prima vista International Literary Festival

The literary festival blessed with good weather seems to have been waited for pleasantly
from children to adults in the city, The festival poster was seen everywhere. Many
events extended during the festival at thirty-six places. The sturdy old trees offered the
shade, if they sat down there, people could listen to reading poetry, shake their body in
music. The afternoon of the spring sometimes invited them to a nap under trees. The
contrast of the young people’s enjoying fully freedom and aged people's tasting
literature’s fragrance, children's cheer interrupted between them.




Reunion

The city hall building was colored in light pink, and -a book fair- was held in a square.
We entered into a big tent to see, then I heard someone addressing to me. "Mariko!",
Professor Taimi Paves found me unexpectedly. We have no appointment at the day.
Indeed two years passed after our last meeting in  Autumn two years ago. She and her
friend visited Kyoto to cooperate in completion of translation. The translation never be
completed without her effort. “I came to Estonia, Taimi” We were delighted of reunion
and certainty of the literary cooperation realized.

The poets who embodied poem

Stages of music and reading aloud weren't also one and two. Our picture also matched
the poster stuck on everywhere. Everyone could join with those events without
admission fees. When the fit was on them, they attend some events. If they missed it
and felt the loss. Indeed the yearly festival partook of delight in spring. We kept
admiring the young poet's making experimental sound to embody poem.

Paper crane in Estonia

Every occasion we participated in overseas poetry festivals, calligraphy works were
gifted by Mr. Mamoru Nakanishi for the gift to organizer and friends. Now we had a
chance to show “Japanese poet's reading”, so I exhibited the calligraphy works and little
bookmarks produced by Mr. Hitoshi Namino in a small Japan corner. Also I displayed
three big paper cranes which I folded using an Estonian wrapping paper. The site was
located in a Botanical garden of Tartu University. The evergreen trees and my friend’s
vermilion Kimono was matched very well. Audience could be glad to see such an
Oriental atmosphere, reading Japanese poems and Shakuhachi (Bamboo flute) fantastic
music by an Estonian player.




Japanese poet's reading

We met an Estonian poet Professor Jiiri Talvet in Como, Italy and Kosovo poetry
festival and Croiva, Romania. Yes, he was also an universal poet and we opened up
completely. He taught on Dante's Divina Commedia for a long time in Tartu university.
Professor Taimi Paves taught Oriental studies in Tallinn university as an expert of
Japanese culture. We gave a reading, Tacko Uemura's 12 pieces, and my 12 pieces with
Estonian actress's reading .




Miss Shangri-La

A Vietnamese student of Tartu University was taking pictures. She pointed to a
calligraphy "#ki45”, and asked me "What is this calligraphy written as?" . I explained
"It is Togenkyo, the fabulous place to be in the north of your mother country. Her face
brightened, she recalled that. I gifted the calligraphy to commemoration. And I named
her a nickname “Miss Shangri-La” After the event, she sent us many photo pictures
with a note “I'd like to read more your poems”. Miss Shangri-La seemed to open a door
of literature.

Restaurant Pierre

Our reading event ended successfully, and we walked in the rain to look for a good
restaurant. Professor Talvet invited us in a classical French restaurant. We're surprised
to the interior of Restaurant Pierre with luxurious art deco style. Drawings of Estonian
famous painter Eduard Wiiralt were displayed. He explained us that he worked in Paris
the age of red windmill. He wasn't not so popular worldly, but he would be more
appreciated. Estonian people liked him.

Insomuniason

The last two days "INSOMUNIASON", meant insomnia+marathon, was held. Stage
performance lasted 24 hours, from 10 a.m. to 10 a.m. of next morning in "Literary
house". One performer was given thirty minutes at there, music and reading poems etc.
Audience could join in-out freely. We attended 10 a.m. and return to the hotel to take a
rest and joined again from 8 p.m. to see stage performance. A director was Mr.
Whitehead, American poet. A white long mustache was knitted beautifully. Miss Kaisa



Ling usually studied very much to be obtained a doctorate degree of Spanish literature,
but at the special night, she sung blues powerfully on the stage.

Aida wearing a miniskirt

We are invited to an opera “Aida” on the last day of the stay.

I was noticed that it was a modern opera, and I imagined a costume and stage was
simple, but I never thought that was so fresh and original. It was entirely interpreted just
modernistic, and a war and a conflict of love were being expressed. A young singer
appeared having a smart phone, Aida did also wearing a miniskirt. I'd like to describe
development, but I'd like to do another chance. During a long interval when singers
made their throat rest,

we had a drink while chattering at a beautiful hole.

Bus station

When I looked down from the sixth floor of the hotel, it was a big bus station, an old
woman hurried even very early morning. No one was here. It seemed me that she was
not hurry but a feeling (she had to go somewhere) was making her body more advanced.
Buses were coming in and out one after another. We bought a ticket to Tallinn airport,
too.

At the end of travel

Estonia was quiet country and I felt easy and comfortable to stay. The temperature
would rise up to only 24¢ in summer. The shopping center was located next to the hotel
and a riverside was good for a walk. It was a kind to Kyoto by the point as an old capital
that a university was embraced. IT governance ran already and the IT was enhanced
more as a national policy. We promised to extend more literary exchanges, and left
Tartu.
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